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The	suppliant	maidens

Play	of	Aeschylus	For	the	game	of	the	same	name	by	Euripides,	see	Supplici	(Euripides).	The	SuppliantsLa	Danaide	statue	RodinWritten	byAeschylusChorusThe	DanaÃ	Â¯desCharactersDanausPelasgusHerald	of	AegyptusAttendantsSettingshore	Argos	Supplici	(ancient	greek:	Ã¡Â¼Â¹Ã	Ã	ÂºÃ	Â¹Ã	'It	Î¼Ã,	Hiketides;	Latin:	Supplices),	also	called	the
Suppliant	Maidens,	suppliant	women,	or	Supplices	[1]	is	a	play	by	Aeschylus.	It	'was	probably	first	performed	"only	a	few	years	before	the	Oresteia,	which	was	brought	out	458	BC."	[2]	seems	to	be	the	first	game	in	a	tetralogy,	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	Danaid	Tetralogy,	which	probably	included	the	lost	plays	Egyptians	(also	called	Aigyptioi)	and
the	Danaides	(also	called	DanaÃ	Ades	or	Danaids),	and	the	'Amimone	satyr	play.	[3]	[4]	It	has	long	been	thought	to	be	the	oldest	survivor	of	Aeschylus	tragedy	because	of	the	relatively	anachronistic	feature	of	the	choir	as	the	protagonist	of	the	drama.	However,	the	evidence	found	in	the	middle	of	the	20th	century	shows	is	one	of	the	last	plays	of
Aeschylus,	definitely	possibly	after	the	Persians	and,	after	seven	against	Thebes	[citation	needed].	"Those,	at	least,	that	the	judge	for	the	style,	the	simplicity	of	the	plot,	the	shortage	of	characters,	and	the	predominance	of	a	concerted	effort	will	be	reluctant	to	believe	that	Supplici	consisted	of	more	than	ten	years	after	the	Prometheus,	Persians	and
Seven	against	Thebes.	it	can	be	observed,	although	not	as	a	proof	of	date,	that	the	game	is	quite	a	melodrama	of	a	tragedy.	ends	happily,	and	has	no	other	claim	to	this	title	that	pathos	aroused	and	sustained	by	the	helpless	condition	â	â	fugitives	of	young	girls	in	a	foreign	land.	overall,	it's	quite	a	good	game,	and	although	it	has	gotten	a	bad
reputation	among	scholars	on	the	score	of	its	many	corruptions,	but	one	else	has	a	grace	and	dignity	in	the	choruses,	and	a	general	tenderness,	virtue,	and	naturalness	in	the	characters,	which	impart	a	pleasant	tone	to	the	whole	composition.	"	[2]	Plot	The	Danaides	form	the	choir	and	serving	as	protagonists.	They	escape	a	forced	marriage	to	their
Egyptian	cousins.	When	the	Danaides	reach	Argos	from	Egypt,	pleading	the	king	Pelasgus	to	protect	them.	He	refuses	pending	the	decision	of	the	people	Argive,	who	decide	in	favor	of	the	Danaides.	Danaus	rejoices	with	the	result,	and	the	Danaides	praise	the	Greek	gods.	Almost	immediately,	a	herald	of	the	Egyptians	comes	to	groped	to	force	the
Danaides	to	return	to	their	cousins	by	marriage.	Pelasgus	arrives,	threatening	messenger,	and	urges	the	Danaides	to	remain	within	the	walls	of	Argos.	The	play	ends	with	Danaids	retreating	in	Argive,	protected	walls.	[5]	[6]	Topics	George	Thomson,	expanding	D.S.	Robertson,	interpreted	the	tetralogy	as	a	defense	of	the	Athenian	law	requires	widows
to	marry	a	brother	or	cousin	of	her	late	husband	in	some	circumstances	in	order	to	maintain	his	property	within	the	family.	[7]	According	to	this	interpretation,	the	Danaids	situation	of	being	forced	into	a	marriage	with	their	cousins	have	failed	to	generate	much	sympathy	with	the	initial	audience,	it	was	used	to	such	marriages,	how	could	today.	[7]
This	is	reflected	in	Pelasgus	question	asks	the	Danaids	in	Supplici	that	echoes	the	law	of	Athens	on	the	theme:	"If	the	Aigyptos	children	are	your	hosts	for	the	law	of	the	country,	claiming	to	be	your	next-of-kin,	who	would	oppose	them?	"[7]	Thomson	speculates	that	as	Oresteia	ends	up	validating	the	contemporary	Athenian	law	regarding	murder	trial
from	the	Areopagus	court,	the	Danaid	games	may	have	finished	validating	the	contemporary	Athenian	law	regarding	marriage	of	prossimo-	of	-kin	when	the	husband	dies	without	heirs.	[7]	Thomson	also	suggests	the	possibility	that	as	the	end	of	Oresteia	dramatizes	the	establishment	of	the	Areopagus	court,	the	games	may	have	Danaid	To	dramatize
the	establishment	of	Tesmoforie's	Day,	a	party	reserved	for	women	who	based	on	the	cult	of	Demeter,	which,	according	to	Herodotus,	was	brought	to	Greece	from	Egypt	by	the	Danaides.	[7]	Ridgeway,	on	the	other	hand,	the	games	interpreted	as	a	dramatization	of	the	conflict	between	matrilineal	and	patrilineal	inheritance.	[7]	lost	comedies	of	the
tetralogy	The	remaining	games	of	the	tetralogy	were	largely	lost.	However,	a	significant	shift	from	Danaids	was	preserved.	This	is	a	speech	by	praising	the	goddess	of	love	Aphrodite	marriage	between	heaven	(the	groom)	and	earth	(the	bride)	from	where	the	rain	comes,	feed	cattle,	corn	and	fruit.	[7]	As	the	plot	of	the	remaining	plays	has	generally
been	rebuilt,	following	a	war	with	Aegyptids	where	Pelasgus	was	killed,	Danao	becomes	tyrant	of	Argos.	The	marriage	is	forced	on	his	daughters,	but	Danaus	orders	them	to	kill	their	husbands	on	their	wedding	night.	All	exception	Ipermestra,	whose	husband,	Linceo,	flees.	Danaus	imprisons	or	threatens	to	kill	Ipermestra	him	for	disobedience,	but
Linceo	reappears	and	kills	Danaus;	Linceo	become	the	new	king	of	Argos,	with	Ipermestra	as	the	queen	of	him.	Opinions	differ	with	regard	to	the	final,	although	certainly	Aphrodite	was	involved	in	the	epilogue.	One	opinion	is	that	Linceo	now	must	decide	how	to	punish	the	forty-nine	Danaides	homicidal	when	Aphrodite	appears	in	deus	ex	machina
fashion	and	absolves	them	of	the	murders,	while	they	were	obeying	their	father;	she	then	convinces	them	to	abandon	their	bachelor	ways,	and	closes	the	trilogy	with	their	wedding	in	forty-nine	local	Argive	men.	An	alternative	view	is	that	Ipermestra	is	put	on	trial	for	disobeying	her	father	she	and	Aphrodite	successfully	defends	similarly	in	defense	of
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