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Home	>	Types	of	cancer	>	Mesothelioma	>	Mesothelioma:	Stages	ON	THIS	PAGE:	You	will	learn	about	how	doctors	describe	the	growth	or	spread	of	a	cancer.	This	is	called	the	stage.	Use	the	menu	to	see	other	pages.	Staging	is	a	way	to	describe	where	cancer	is,	whether	or	where	it	is	spread,	and	whether	it	is	affecting	other	parts	of	the	body.
Doctors	use	diagnostic	tests	to	discover	the	cancer	phase,	so	staging	may	not	be	complete	until	all	tests	are	finished.	Knowing	the	stage	helps	your	doctor	decide	which	type	of	treatment	is	best	and	can	help	you	predict	the	prognosis	of	a	patient,	which	is	the	possibility	of	recovery.	There	are	several	phase	descriptions	for	different	types	of	tumors.
This	section	describes	the	staging	system	for	pleural	mesothelioma.	Currently,	there	is	no	standard	staging	system	for	peritoneal	mesothelioma.	The	doctor	will	tell	you	about	the	extent	of	the	disease	and	what	it	means.	TNM	stationary	system	A	tool	that	doctors	use	to	describe	the	phase	is	the	TNM	system.	Doctors	use	diagnostic	test	results	and
scans	to	answer	these	questions:	Tumor	(T):	How	big	is	the	primary	tumor?	Where	is	he?	Nodo	(N):	Did	the	tumor	spread	to	the	lymph	nodes?	If	so,	where	and	how	many?	Metastasi	(M):	Has	cancer	spread	in	other	parts	of	the	body?	If	so,	where	and	how	much?	The	results	are	combined	to	determine	the	stage	of	cancer	for	each	person.	There	are	4
stages:	stages	I	through	IV	(1-4).	The	phase	provides	a	common	way	of	describing	cancer,	so	doctors	can	work	together	to	plan	the	best	treatments.	Staging	can	be	clinical	or	pathological.	Clinical	staging	is	based	on	the	results	of	the	tests	performed	before	surgery,	which	may	include	physical	examinations	and	imaging	tests.	Pathological	staging	is
based	on	what	is	found	during	surgery.	In	general,	pathological	staging	provides	most	information	to	determine	the	prognosis	of	a	patient.	Here	are	more	details	about	each	part	of	the	TNM	system	for	pleural	mesothelioma.	Tumor	(T)	Using	the	TNM	system,	the	"T"	plus	a	letter	and/or	number	(0	to	4)	is	used	to	describe	the	tumour	stage.	The	size	of
the	tumor	is	measured	in	centimeters	(cm).	One	inch	is	approximately	equal	to	the	width	of	a	standard	pen	or	pencil.	The	phase	can	also	be	divided	into	smaller	groups	that	help	to	describe	the	tumor	even	more	detailed.	This	helps	your	doctor	develop	the	best	treatment	plan	for	each	patient.	Specific	information	of	the	tumor	phase	are	listed	below:
TX:	Primary	cancer	cannot	be	evaluated.	T0	(T	plus	0):	There's	no	evidence	of	a	primary	tumor.	T1:	The	tumor	is	only	in	the	thin	membrane	that	strips	the	walls	of	the	pulmonary	and	internal	chest,	called	pleura,	on	1	side	of	the	body.	Can	or	may	not	bein	visceral	pleura,	mediastinal	pleura,	or	diaphragm	pleura.	These	are	the	thin	membranes	that
align	the	lungs,	chest	and	muscle	called	diaphragm	that	separates	the	chest	cavity	from	the	abdomen.	T2:	The	tumor	grew	in	all	pleural	surfaces	on	one	side	of	the	body	and	grew	upor	lung	or	diaphragm.	T3:	The	tumor	has	grown	in	all	pleural	surfaces	on	1	side	of	the	body,	with	at	least	1	of	the	following:	Growth	to	the	membrane	surrounding	the
chest,	called	the	growth	of	the	endothoracic	band	to	the	chest	area	between	the	lungs,	called	the	growth	of	the	mediastinum	to	a	single	area	of	the	muscles	of	the	chest	wall	Minimum	growth	to	the	lining	around	the	heart,	called	the	pericardium	T4:	The	tumor	has	grown	in	all	pleural	surfaces	on	one	side	of	the	body,	and	has	grown	to	at	least	1	of	the
following	areas:	Various	areas	of	the	chest	wall	with	or	without	growth	in	the	rib	Through	the	diaphragm	to	the	abdominal	cavity	Any	mediastinal	organ	(i),	such	as	large	blood	vessels	Pleura	on	the	other	side	of	the	chest	The	spine	Although	the	pericardial	that	can	cause	fluid	accumulation,	or	growth	to	the	heart	Node	(N)	The	"N"	in	the	TNM	staging
system	stands	for	lymph	nodes.	These	small	bean-shaped	organs	help	fight	the	infection.	Lymph	lymph	nodes	near	the	chest	are	called	regional	lymph	nodes.	The	nodes	of	lymph	in	other	parts	of	the	body	are	called	distant	lymph	nodes.	NX:	Regional	lymph	nodes	cannot	be	evaluated.	N0	(N	plus	zero):	Cancer	has	not	spread	to	regional	lymph	nodes.
N1:	The	cancer	has	spread	to	bronchopolmonary	lymph	nodes	that	are	located	within	the	lungs	on	one	side	of	the	body	and/or	ilary	lymph	nodes	that	are	located	near	the	greater	airways	of	the	lungs.	It	can	also	spread	to	other	lymph	nodes	in	the	chest	on	one	side	of	the	body,	including	internal	breast	lymph	nodes	near	the	breast	bone,	peridiaphragm
lymph	nodes	surrounding	the	diaphragm,	intercostal	lymph	nodes	between	the	ribs,	or	the	fat	surrounding	the	heart.	N2:	The	cancer	spread	to	the	mediastinal	lymph	nodes	on	both	sides	of	the	body,	the	internal	mammary	lymph	nodes	and/or	the	lymph	nodes	over	the	collar	bone	on	1	or	both	sides	of	the	body.	Metastasis	(M)	The	“M”	in	the	TNM
system	indicates	whether	cancer	has	spread	in	other	parts	of	the	body,	called	metastases	far	away.	M0	(M	plus	zero):	Cancer	has	not	spread	in	other	parts	of	the	body.	M1:	Cancer	spread	in	other	parts	of	the	body.	Doctors	assign	the	cancer	phase	by	combining	T,	N	and	M.	Phase	IA	classifications:	The	tumor	has	grown	in	the	pleura	on	1	side	of	the
body	and	may	or	may	not	have	grown	in	visceral	pleura,	mediastinal	pleura,	or	diaphragm	pleura.	It	did	not	spread	to	lymph	nodes	or	other	body	parts	(T1,	N0,	M0).	Phase	IB:	The	tumor	is	defined	as	T2	or	T3	(see	above).	It	did	not	spread	to	lymph	nodes	or	other	body	parts	(T2	or	T3,	N0,	M0).	Phase	II:	The	tumor	is	defined	as	T1	or	T2	(see	above).	It
did	not	spread	to	lymph	nodes	or	throughout	the	body	(T1	or	T2,	N0,	M0).	Phase	IIIA:	The	tumor	is	defined	as	T3	(see	above).	The	cancer	has	spread	to	the	lymph	nodes	described	above	as	N1	but	not	to	other	parts	of	the	body	(T3,	N1,	M0).	Phase	IIIB:	Anythe	following	conditions:	The	tumor	is	defined	as	T1,	T2,	or	T3	(see	above).	The	cancer	has
spread	to	the	lymph	nodes	described	above	as	N2	but	not	to	other	parts	of	the	body	(T1,	T2,	or	T3,	N2,	M0).	The	tumor	is	defined	as	T4	(see	above).	Cancer	may	or	may	not	have	spread	to	lymph	nodes	but	has	not	spread	to	other	parts	of	the	body	(T4,	any	N,	M0).	Phase	IV:	Cancer	may	or	may	not	have	spread	to	lymph	nodes	and	spread	to	other	parts
of	the	body	(any	T,	any	N,	M1).	Current:	Recurring	cancer	is	cancer	that	returned	after	treatment.	He	can	go	back	to	his	chest	or	another	part	of	his	body.	If	the	cancer	returns,	there	will	be	another	round	of	tests	to	know	the	extent	of	the	occurrence.	These	tests	and	scans	are	often	similar	to	those	made	at	the	time	of	the	original	diagnosis.	Used	with
permission	from	the	American	College	of	Surgeons,	Chicago,	Illinois.	The	original	and	primary	source	of	this	information	is	the	Staging	Manual	of	the	Cancer	AJCC,	the	eighth	edition	(2017)	published	by	Springer	International	Publishing.	Information	on	the	cancer	phase	will	help	your	doctor	recommend	a	specific	treatment	plan.	The	next	section	in
this	guide	is	Types	of	Treatment.	Use	the	menu	to	choose	a	different	section	to	read	in	this	guide.	Lobar	pneumonia	is	a	specific	type	of	pneumonia	that	has	four	stages.	Pneumonia	is	an	infection	of	the	lungs	that	causes	cough,	fever	and	breathing	problems.	It	can	cause	serious	diseases	in	small	children,	people	over	65	years	old	and	people	with	other
health	problems.	Pneumonia	can	affect	one	or	both	lungs.	Common	symptoms	of	pneumonia	include:	Tosses:	cough	can	produce	flemma	or	mucus	that	can	be	greenish,	yellow	or	bloody	Fever	Difficult	breathing	Shortness	of	breathRapid,	superficial	breathing	Sharp	pain	on	inhalation	or	when	cough	Fast	heart	beat	SweatingChills	and	shake	Loss	of
appetiteThe	lack	of	energyFatigueNausea	and	vomiting,	especially	in	older	childrenConfusion,	especially	in	older	people	Common	causes	of	pneumonia	include	bacteria,	viruses	and	fungi.	Typical	bacteria	that	cause	pneumonia	include:	S.	pneumoniae	(the	most	common	bacterial	cause)	Haemophilus	influenceeMoraxella	catarrhalisStaphylococcus
aureusGroup	A	streptococci	aerobic	gram-negative	bacteria	(for	example,	Enterobacteriaceae	such	as	Klebsiella	spp	or	Escherichia	coli)	bacteria	and	microaerophilic	anaerobic	bacteria	(associated	to	the	ap	Legion	sppMycoplasma	pneumoniaeChlamydia	pneumoniaeChlamydia	psittaciCoxiella	burnetii	respiratory	virus	that	cause	pneumonia	include:
Influence	(“fluence”)	A	and	B	virusRhinovirusesSpeak	Virus	AdenovirusesRespiratory	Synthetic	virus	Coronaviruses	(eg,	coronavirus	respiratory	Middle	East,	COVID-19)	Human	metapopoumovirus	Human	bocaviruses	Pneumonia	is	diagnosed	with	a	history	and	physical	examination,	in	which	a	doctorlungs	with	a	stethoscope	to	listen	to	for	crackling,
bubbling,	and	rulling	sounds	on	inhalation.	Test	to	confirm	pneumoniaa	polymerase	chain	reaction	test	(PCR)Sputum	test	on	a	mucus	sample	(sputum)	taken	after	a	deep	toxic	antigen	test	for	S.	pneumoniae	Raggi	X	breast	pulse	oximetry	to	measure	the	oxygen	levels	in	the	blood	Tomography	computerized	(CT)	scan	of	the	chest	blood	test	arterial,	to
measure	the	amount	of	oxygen	in	a	blood	sample	Drugs	used	for	treating	pneumonia	include:	Antibiotics,	if	the	cause	is	bacterial	Antivirals,	if	the	cause	is	viral	In	many	cases,	the	management	of	symptoms	and	rest	are	sufficient.	The	care	of	the	house	may	include:	Get	a	lot	of	restDrinking	lots	of	liquids	Hot	drinks	can	help	open	airways	Fever
reducers	Take	steam	baths	or	showers	or	using	a	humidifier	to	help	open	airways	Do	not	smoke	and	avoid	second-hand	smoke	or	any	other	lung	irritant	Talk	to	your	doctor	before	taking	cough	medication	because	cough	helps	your	body	work	to	get	rid	of	infection	For	severe	cases,	patients	may	need	to	be	hospitalized,	and	treatment	may	include:
Endovenous	Fluids	(IV)	intravenous	antibiotics	Oxygen	therapy	Other	respiratory	treatments	How	to	prevent	Common	Cold	See	Slideshow	Pneumonia	Complications	are	more	likely	to	occur	in	very	small	children,	older	adults,	people	with	compromised	immune	systems,	and	people	who	have	other	chronic	medical	problems	such	as	diabetes	or	liver
cirrhosis.	The	complications	of	pneumonia	may	include:	A	type	of	pneumonia,	called	lumbar	pneumonia,	has	4	stages	of	development	and	resolution	that	include:	In	the	first	phase,	which	occurs	within	24	hours	of	infection,	the	lung	has	increased	blood	flow	and	swelling	to	the	respiratory	tract,	but	there	are	only	a	few	white	bacteria	or	blood	cells	to
fight	the	infection.	The	second	phase	(day	2-3),	is	characterized	by	white	and	red	blood	cells	and	damaged	cell	debris	clogging	of	airways	and	air-sac	(alveoli)	and	an	increase	of	bacteria.	In	the	third	phase	(day	4-6),	the	lung	has	the	accumulation	of	more	damaged	red	blood	cells	and	an	increase	of	fibrin	as	debris	disgele	and	becomes	more	fluid-like
(exudative).	The	fourth	and	last	phase,	called	resolution	(day	7-10),	is	characterized	by	reabsorption	of	inflammatory	fluids	and	cell	debris	and	restoration	of	normal	airways	and	air-sac.	Residual	inflammation	can	lead	to	chronic	narrowing	of	airways	and	scar	tissue	(pleural	adhesions).	Patients	can	reduce	the	risk	of	gettingin	some	cases.	Get	your
hands	vaccinatewash	frequently	with	soap	and	hot	water	for	at	least	20	seconds	take	an	annual	influence.	flu	is	a	common	cause	of	pneumonia.	children	under	5	years,	adults	65	and	older,	and	patients	at	increased	risk	of	pneumococcal	disease	due	to	other	health	conditionsobtain	the	pneumococcal	pneumonia	vaccine,	a	common	form	of	bacterial
pneumonia	In	children:	Hib	vaccine,	which	prevents	pneumonia	in	children	from	the	type	of	influence	of	Haemophilus	bOther	vaccines	that	can	prevent	infections	from	bacteria	and	viruses	that	can	lead	to	pneumonia,	including	pertussis	(tosses	throughout),	chicken	pox	and	measles.	Wash	hands	frequently	with	soap	and	hot	water	for	at	least	20
seconds	Do	not	smoke	Eat	a	healthy	diet,	exercise	regularly,	and	get	a	proper	sleep	to	stay	healthySynagis	(palivizumab)	can	be	given	to	some	children	under	24	months	to	avoid	pneumonia	caused	by	respiratory	sincrite	viruses	(RSV)	Medscape	Medical	Reference
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